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THESE WERE MORE NOBLE THAN THOSE IN THESSA- 
LONICA, IN THAT THEY RECEIVED THE WORD 
WITH ALL READINESS OF 8 SEARCHED 
THE SCRIPTURES DAILY, WHETHER THOSE THINGS 
WERE $0. | 


Dearly beloved Brethren, 


HIS is the third, and probably, the laſt oppor- 

| tunity I may evermore have, of preaching to 
you upon the preſent occaſion : when, on this day 
annually, the dye is caſt for Bibles, upon the table ; 


but the whole diſpoſing thereof, is of the Lord, who 
A hath 


* 
13 


hath graciodſly cauſed all hol ſcriptures to be written 


far our learning and i ion, that we may hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt * ; 
being able, through Chriſt, to make us : wiſ unto ſal- 


vation: whilſt, if we are hearers only, and not doers 
of the word, we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is 


not in us; neither ſhall we die the death of the righ- 
teous, nor have our laſt end like his: ſince, if we 
would enter into life, we muſt keep the command- 
ments, believing all things which are written in the 
law and the prophets; beſides being ready to give an 
anſwer to every one that aſketh us a reaſon of the 
hope that is in us chriſtians, from' the New Teſta- 
ment ; which we ſhall be only able to do by imitating. 

theſe perſons in the text; who are ſaid to be more 


noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, in that they received 


the word with all readineſs of mind, and ſearched the 
ſcriptures daily, whether thoſe things were ſo... 


Ir ſhall be the buſineſs therefore of the following. 
diſcourſe to ſhew, and convince you, I truſt, (being. 
no longer a young, but ſenior divine of almoſt forty: | 
years ſtanding) that, in all our enquiries concerning 
any matters of a religious ſort, that have their riſe from 
revelation, the ſcriptures are the beſt, if not the only 
rule we ſhould have recourſe to: that it is the duty, 
as 


; \ 


3 / 2 3 "yp 9 

ns well as beſt privilege of all conſtiinhtis s 
beings, to look into their Bibles, as the $s did; 
to be aſſured of the words of eternal life; to ſee, and 
learn what the will of the Lord is, that they might 
obey it, practiſe it, fulfil it; adding moreover finally, 
and confeſſing that, however we be Chriſt's ambaſ- 
ſadors to beſeech you to be reconciled, we are but as 
other men are; neither do we commend ourſelves, who 
are not ſufficient to 'think any thing as of ourſelves; 
but our ſufficiency is of ' God; neither do we preach 
| ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and ourſelves 
your ſervants, for Jeſus' fake, | 


' Now, in regard to my firſt propoſition, it ſeems to 
me ſo very evident, that one would wonder how any 
ſhould think of making enquiry after the revealed will 
of God any where elſe, than in thoſe very writings 
that we muſt all allow to be of divine authority; and, 
if we are once aſſured not to doubt, that there is a 
book, which containeth the whole will of God; that 
containeth all things neceſſary to ſalvation (common- 
3 called the Holy Bible) it is certainly that, and that 
only, which we muſt at laſt, have recourſe to, in or- 
der to know the divine will, Wr is iner 


God 8 of us: 
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Axp, whereſoever elſe we find any thing touching 
our duty to the Almighty, to our neighbours, and 
e it muſt all finally be tried, 14 examined 
by any wa it be true, or no. 


Wr may indeed, and often do uſe helps for our 


better underſtanding the holy ſcriptures; but ſtill, we 


are not to rely ſo far upon them, upon any man's, or 
number of men's great underſtanding, that we judge 
ſuperior to our own, as to think we cannot be miſ- 
taken, if we receive whatſoever* they declare to us 
i the laws and will of heaven. 


Bur, as the ſcriptures are the only infallible rule, 
which we muſt at laſt have recourſe to in all religious 
enquiries, (if they be once owned to contain all the 
particulars God Almighty requireth of us in order to 
future happineſs) it then becometh us to ſearch the 
ſcriptures ourſelves, without wholly depending upon 
the directions of others, (even your own lawful teach- 
ers) in the great affair of eternal Aden 


8 Wann, for any chriſtian to give up himſelf ſo far 
to be governed by any now a-days, as to take that for 
the law and will of God, which they declare to be ſo, 
is, 4 as far « as in any ſuch chriſtian lies, inveſting all ſuch 

| teachers 


„ © 
teachers and inſtructors with that power, which Al- 
mighty God firſt gave to thoſe perſons only, whom 
he ſent into the world on purpoſe to make his will 
known; to preach it, to publiſh it, to declare it; be- 
cauſe to give any one an abſolute power to interpret 
written aw; is, in reality, _— ſuch the 9 . 


| Akin, though with reſpekt t to b enen 5 we may 
ſubmit to a determination directly contrary to the 
plain intention of the law, (as has been ſometimes 
done) yet the caſe is much otherwiſe with reſpect to 
the — of divine appointment, whoſe terms of ac- 
ceptance are immutable, are already fixed, and declar- 
ed of thoſe to the world, that were firſt conmilliatied ' 
by God himſelf : | | 


Au therefore, every one of you, "2 my brethren) 
every one for himſelf, ought to conſult thoſe writings 
contained in the ſcriptures, that are able to make you 
wiſe unto ſalvation: but no man may deliver his bro- 
ther, or make an atunement unto God for him, 

Wrxx it ſufficient in this matter of ſo infinite con- 
cern to you, to depend wholly upon others, for what 
they teach concerning the will of God; were any, up- 
Sat | Bal | on 
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on the account of the ordinary miniſters of the goſ- 
pel, excuſed. from taking the meaſures of their duty 


from thoſe, 


who were inſpired by God himſelf: the 


_ conſequence would be that the conditions of ſalvation 


would be as different, as the different ages and coun- 


tries men live in: where there would be ſome of Paul, 


ſome of Apollos, ſome of Cephas,. ſome one thing, 
ſome another; neither would it then concern the laity, 


howmuchſoever their teachers ſhould make void the | 


will of God. 


Ir would not affect them — any fort, _— 
they ſuffered to be impoſed upon them; they would 


then be obliged to follow their paſtors whereſoever 


they ſhould lead them; and take their doctrines, the 
commandments of men, for the real conditions of 
acceptance with God, howſoever different from his 
original Feclarations. 160 

Mor. it is to be feared, if the people upon any 
pretence whatſoever, do neglect to learn the terms of 
happineſs from thence, where only, they are certainly —- 
to be found, where they will continue always the ſame; 
and, if by that neglect, they ſuffer themſelves to be 


led away from their duty into any im t error, 
or breach pf it, it will be charged upon — 1 
* wilful, 


| becauſe they 


* 
* 
"WW 
* 


6 | 
wilfal, and intended tranſgreflion; fo that, they will 


no more be excuſable in the court of heaven, than 
the generality of the jews were in rejecting our 
Saviour,. becauſe none of the rulers, or of the Phari- 
ſees believed on him. 1 


# 

I MAY venture to add further, I think, that though - 
the people ſhould not be led into any important error 
by depending wholly upon others, or their own ordi- 
nary teachers and inſtructors, yet they would not, I 
will ſappoſe, be quite blameleſs for ſo doing; not only 
pay that ſubmiſſion to fallible men, (as 
we all are) which is due to thoſe only, who are con- 
ducted, as the apoſtles. were; by God's infallible ſpirit: 3 
but likewiſe, becauſe in all religious matters, men 


_ ought to act like reaſonable creatures: to prove all 


things; to hold faſt to that which is good; and not to 
act upon ſuch a principle, as makes it meer chance, 
whether oy ars min right pe Mong: 


soch indeed, ws can give no better avconnit of 


their religion, of the reaſon” of the hope that if in 


them, than that they follow their teacher and adviſer 
in the way of godlineſs, into leſs ſeemly places that? 
the church, as many do; and take upon truſt what- 
e tells them is che wilf of God; may poſſibly, 


not 


— « 


| they mould wholly depend upon others: even, though 


© ;& 3 

not be deceived. as. to the. terms, the conditions of 
happineſs; but will yet undoubtedly, be prepared to 
be toſſed to and fro' with every wind of doctrine; and 
muſt, to act conſiſtently with themſelves, be as ready 
to receive that, for the will of God, which is not, as 
that which is: though, when men have done all they 
can; and, we ſhould all ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate, through knowledge and practice of the will of 
God: when we have ourſelves examined thoſe writ- 
ings which undoubtedly contain it: when we have 
made uſe of that meaſure of underſtanding given us, 
and intruſted with us, of our heavenly Father: it is 
then, and only then, that we haye any of us acquitted 
ourſelves like reaſonable — that may have any 
grounds to hope that we ſhall be ſaved, or, that our 
errors will not be charged upon us to our ruin, and 
final deſtruction. 


Warr, if men decline that method of — 
God's will, which can only with any ſafety be de- 
pended upon, and which all chriſtians ought to have 
recourſe to: if inſtead of conſulting, reading, marking, 
and learning thoſe writings, which were tranſmitted 
down to them for their i improvement, and inſtruction: 
to teach them their duty in their ſeveral capacities; 


they 


members, as of each other in particular;) they ought 
not to have received any, who pretended to make a 


( | 9 0 
they mould not be deceived; or miſinformed what the 


will of the Lord is: yet this would not altogether ex- 
cuſe ſuch — Wh | 


Ax implicit Eich is never commendable; and it 
always wrong, to put ourſelves into ſuch a met, 
as makes it a mere accident, whether we light upo 
night or * | | | 
Ir is giving that credit to fallible men, i is due 
to God only; and, in ſuch a caſe, we may be PP 


diſpoſed for truth, or falſehood. 


Tur Bifwans had not been dectived, if they had 


believed that Jeſus was the Chriſt, purely becauſe. 
faint Paul told them ſo; but, becauſe they were as 


ſure, as they could be of any thing elſe, that they had 
a divine revelation, which foretold all the marks and 
characters of the Meſſias; (of that Child born unto 
us, that Son given, upon whoſe ſhoulder ſhould be 
the government, as Ifaiah ſaith; whoſe name ſhall be 


called Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 


everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace; of | whoſe 
body, of whoſe fleſh, and of whoſe bones we are 


1251 3 We B further 


1 
further diſcovery of God's will to them, without ex- 


aminmg, whether thoſe marks and characters were 
verifyed in him, or not. 


Wrruovr ſuch examination, they might have been 

as liable to have taken any other perſon for the Son 
of God, as him, who really was fo; and would, with 
as much reaſon, have been blamed, and condemned 
for their eaſy credulity, as the Barzans were by 

the apoſtle, applauded and commended for believing, 
upon rational conviction; daily ſearching the ſcrip- 
tures to be informed, whether thoſe things were ſo. 


* » _ — — 
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Tur caſe then, is the very ſame with all thriſtians” 
of the preſent times: when they are once aſſured, 
tat our Saviour and his apoſtles have fully and un- 
alterably laid down the terms of happineſs, the con- 
ditions of falvation ; and that, they are tranſmitted to 
them faithfully, in the ſafeſt manner: ſhould they 
look for them any where elſe, but in thoſe ſcriptures, 
chat have the words of eternal life; to pin their faith 
upon others, and confide altogether in fallible men, 
like unto themſelves: though they ſhould not be miſ- 
led perhaps, yet they would act upon a principle, that 
is indefenfible; that will give every one an advantage 
__ vant who ſhall 17 in wait to deceive, and 
lead 


— — GE HE 7 
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be the 2 85 as it . all rational, fler m- 
quiry; that along muſt recommend every mart to 
the favour, and ſure acceptance of their Maker, 
Creator, and Protector, God Almighty: bat it i 
enough! | . 

- AnD, beans legt wilting'ts 00 this head 
a greater ſhare of the time preſent, than it needeth, 
or requireth, I come ſecondly, to enquire what is the 
proper buſineſs of us, who have taken upon ourſelves 


the miniſterial office; who are all ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt, and ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. 


Ir cannot however, Think be expected, nor is It 
at all neceſſary to enter into a long proof of our au- 
thority to preach the goſpel, to adminiſter the ſacra- - 
ments, and the like, which ye furely, will not diſpute : 
but, what the ſubject — leads me to enquire 
after, is our buſineſs, as teachers and guides to you, 
the people, notwithſtanding your right, as well as 
ours, to ſearch the holy ſcri 1 
that ye may be ready always to give an anſwer to 
every man that OO eee do 
add wag | Mit 
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AND, in order to this, I believe, it will be no of- 
fence even to mine own order, to ſay, that no man, 
by being in the ordinary way, ſet apart for God's ſer- 
vice, does thereby become infallible; nor will it be 
denyed, I think, that thoſe he has the rule over, as 
teacher and paſtor, are not obliged to follow him, if 
he doth not truly declare his Maſter's will; if he doth 
not preach unto them the words of eternal life; or, 
if he will nat himſelf obſerve the divine command- 
ments. | 


Bur ſome man will ſay, as faint Paul upon ano- 
ther occaſion ſpeaks, What then can be the buſineſs 
of the ordinary miniſters of the goſpel, or, to what 
purpoſe are they the guides and inſtructors of the 
people, if they are not infallible? and, if it will not 
be ſufficient for the people to follow their declarations 
implicitly, without examining them by a ſuperior 
criterion, will not their calling be uſeleſs, unleſs they 
are either ſuppoſed to be ſecure from all error, or, 
that it will not avail thoſe, who are committed 9 
their care, wholly to depend upon them? 


THrov fool, (to uſe the ſaid apoſtle's language,) can 
no other end of our inſtitution be thought of ? may 
we not without n in ourſelves, or an abſo- 

bute 


q T3) 
hain: authority over our hearers, over the flock of 


Chriſt, remind men of their faults, to canvince them 
of their errors, by applying the general rules in ſerip- 


ture, to particular caſes, and explaining them to the, 


people in the beſt manner we may be able? the ſalu- 
tary end of our appointment, the moſt neceſſary bu- 
ſineſs of every teacher! and, whoever is found faithful 
herein, in thus honeſtly diſcharging his ſacred office, 

ſhall be of very great uſe in promoting the honor of: 
God, and the good of mankind; without either aſſum- 
ing that authority given to the apoſtles only, or with- 
out rendering the ſacred function that now is, un- 
- neceſſary; though we tell our hearers, that the ſacred: 
writings are the ſtandard by which all our preaching 
mult be tried, whether it be of God, or whether we 


ſ] rr of ee 3 


Bor, as we are ot apart purely for the ſervice 
the Church, and are ordained to preach the goſpel, 
(and ſhould live of the goſpel,) that we may be _—y | 
at liberty to attend diligently on our miniſtry; and 
it may be preſumed, we are for that reaſon, bet= 
ter acquainted than the generality of people are, or 
can be, with the language the holy ſcriptures were 
firſt written in; the cuſtoms they frequently refer to, 
and many other particulars neceſſary to the edifica«, 

RY tion 


/ 


tion of ur kearers: 1 

ſons to them ſometimes, they ſcarcely ever tliought 

of; and lay before them the danger of their evil 
' courſes in ſuch a lively and convincing manner, as to 

be the ordinary inſtruments, I truſt, in the hand of 
God, to the ſalvation of the world. FR 


Tuvs i it is we may. a theſe, and many other 
uſeful ends of our inſtitution and ap ent, with- 
out putting out the eyes of the people, or forbidding 
them, as the Pontiffs do, to ſearch the ſcriptures, 
whether thoſe things we declare to them, be fo, or 
not. | | 


Ix a word, what is recorded of Apollos ? that, be- 


ing mighty in the ſcriptures, he helped them much, 


which had believed; for he mightily convinced them, 


ſhewing by the ſcriptures, that Jeſus was the Chriſt, 
The ſame may be done by us, the ordinary miniſters 
of the goſpel: we may, (and I truſt, often do) con- 
vmce the underſtanding, the ſober underftanding of 
our ſc willing hearers ; may be helpful in — | 
ing 3 
ty, w out infallibility in qurſelves, or ſuppoſing an 
7 incapacity in them, of examining, proving, and judg- 
ing 9 of the Lord is: and what doth 0 
} Lo 


* >. 


V . 
Lord require of either hearers or preachers, but to de 


juſtice, to love merey, _ to walk WN with their 
God ? 7 


| 
J4 . 


Le that e ur duns which debars the people 
from conſulting the ſcriptures, require them to learn 
/ the terms, the conditions of ſalvation, from herſelf ; 
ſince, we do not lay claim to any privileges, which 
tend to deprive men of that meaſure of underſtanding 
in the way of godlineſs; of that knowledge, which is 
graciouſly afforded every one, through the leriptures, 
of becoming wiſe unto ſalvation. 


- Ws ſhall always think men's faculties may be of 

uſe to them in diſtinguiſhing betwixt truth, and falſ- 

hood; and that, they can never be better employed; 

than when the enquiry is rationally made of account- 

able creatures, into the terms and conditions of eter 
nal life. 


w. own, that all things ee to falvation” lie 
level to all, who have capacity enough to render 
themſelves proper objects of reward and puniſhment, 
provided thay do a make uſe of their reaſon>atid all 
thoſe helps which are put into their hands: we make 
no * to infallibility; no boaſt, that we cannot 
err; 


: ( 16 ) 

err; and, if we think we ſtand, we ſhould take heed,” 
leſt we fall; though, we have long ago declared, have 
ſet to our ſeal, that the ſcripture contains all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation: ſo that, whatſoever is not read 
therein, or cannot be proved thereby, ought not to be 


required to be believed as an article of faith in any 


chriſtian: and we have, all of us, long ſince acknow- 
ledged that, ſome churches have erred even m matters 


nn unto God; as, moſt wenn. all may. 


W "Rx hay the minifers about holy things, pro- 
miſed at our entrance into God's vineyard, to prune 
it and dig it; to inſtruct the people committed to our 
charge, out of the ſcriptures; and to teach them no- 
thing but what we are perſuaded may be proved 
thereby; and we cannot act contrary to this ſolemn 


* * 
b, g | 
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promiſe; to theſe repeated declarations, till we pub- 


lickly retract them; till we own, that we ſubſcribed. 


we knew not what, without ſufficient conſideration. - 


Axp, as we have ſtill the ſame opinion of the ex- 


cellency of our church, of our eſtabliſned national - 


church, that we had when we firſt choſe the miniſte- 
rial office in it: though ſome have lately gone from 
it; (a Lindſey, a Jebb, and a Diſney) ſo, conſiſtently 
with ourſelves, we wiſh that all, who are committed 


to 
| 


| ( iy 1 
to our care, would diligently examine, each man for 
himſelf, whether we ary Jefus Chriſt, 'or our- 
RIVER: | 


Ano, let all attend to our FRESH with humble, 
teachable, and toward diſpoſitions ; as being ſet over 
them, to watch for them, by Chriſt himſelf, the great 
Shepherd and Biſhop of our "fouls: let them have re- 
courſe eſpecially, to his preaching! let them ſearch the 
ſcriptures, to ſee and examine, if we make things 
eaſier, or harder, more, or fewer, than they really are; 
and let them look, whether out of ambition and ava- 
Tice, we lay heavy burthens upon their ſhoulders, 
which they are not able to bear; or whether, for fear 
of offending, we ſooth them in their vices, and = 
tify their itching ears. | 


No w, as we ourſelves choſe the ſacred 2 
not for that reaſon only, becauſe it is by law eſta- 
bliſhed, but becauſe upon fincere, diligent enquiry, 
we were ſatisfied of its ſuperior excellency above all 
other: ſo, we are willing, we are defirous that all of 
our communion, of this houſhold of faith eſpecially, 
would make the ſame ſearch, would try, and examine 
into it, that they may be able to give a better account 
Ry e that is in them, as members of our com- 

C munion, | 


4 
bl 2 
8 


| 1 
münion, than this only; that, their teachers aſſure 
them, they are in the right way, that, they are not 
miſled; and, that their fathers were not ſo, before 

them: or, what errors, what abuſes muſt there needs 
be! what corruptions among us! but we hope, all of 
this family of chriſtians, have a ' firmer ground 
work than this; a much better foundation to build 
upon: 


Walks, if there be any, who enter upon religion, 
as a matter of courſe only, and, who therefore, are as 
ignorant of the conditions of ſalvation, and of the 
nature of the chriſtian religion, as if they had never 
heard of the name of Jeſus Chriſt, the author of it: 
it muſt be owned, they are very improper judges of 
what their teachers recommend and declare to them, 
concerning his laws; yea, and are no judges at all. 


Bor, however this may be, men's unconcernedneſs 
about the truth, does not leſſen the obligations they 
are Under to enquire after it; (for the truth ſhall make 
us free) nor does it ſhew that, it is not in their pow- - 
er to make a proper uſe of thoſe books, that contain 
all truth, which alone, can make all men wiſe unto 
ſalvation; being written for the uſe and benefit of all 
people: all people are commanded to {ſtudy them; and 
8 } the 


619) 


the command plainly ſheweth, what 'they are capable N 


of doing for all thoſe, (old, or young,) that ſhall de 1 


8 employed in the eine will. 


To conelude: Therefore, let us never wilfully WY 
lead our hearers; and let the people all ſtrive that 
they may neither be miſled, 'nor deceived: for then, 
we may truſt finally, to give an account of our mini- 
ſtry with joy and comfort; and our flocks may be aſ- 
ſured, either that their errors will be overlooked, or 
that their underſtanding in the way of godlineſs, will 
be much enlightened; that they ſhall be able to know 
of any doctrine, WROTE it be Hes n or whewer 
it be of men, | 

| [0 | 14 34 

SEARCH then, I beſeech you, 0 one _—_ all, kor your- 
ſelves, the holy ſcriptures of God; read them, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt them; that if ye believe not 
me, if ye believe not the goſpel we preach, \ye 
may ſee it with your eyes, beſides hearing it with 
your ears, to be convinced of the truth of it: for 
2 will ye prove yourſelves praiſeworthy, merit- 
the juſteſt commendation; to be likened to the 
æans of old time, whom the text declareth to have 
been more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica. 

/ 1 2751 
Wurzr- 
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to). 


/ 'WarreroR; in one word, as well as a thouſand,” N 
Fe me e Jeave this 2 N —* tally with you, 


. that your labour is not in * ba — Lord; 
who at the general reſurrection in thb laſt day, ſhall 
ſay unto y Come, ye bleſſed children of my Father, 
receive the m puren for 7 u, fam _ bes 
ginung of the worlds: 


Aus, he * ol God, which [paſſeth- all ander- 
1 ſtanding, keep y our hearts and minds in the knows, $3 12 
ledge and love of God, and gf his Son Jeſus Chriſt, * - 
ES Lord; and the bleſſing of God Almighty, the Fas- e 4 
b ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, | 
and remain wird you —_ Amen. N 
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